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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 8: AMUSEMENTS AND SPORTS

Chapter 31: GAMBLING CONTROL BOARD

§1061. AUTHORITY TO DETAIN PERSONS SUSPECTED OF CHEATING;
IMMUNITY

A licensee or an officer, employee or agent of the licensee who has probable cause to believe there has
been a violation of this chapter in the gambling facility by any person may take that person into custody
and detain that person in the gambling premises in a reasonable manner for a reasonable length of time
for the purpose of notifying and surrendering the person to law enforcement authorities and, when the
detained person is a minor, informing a law enforcement officer or the parents or guardian of the minor of the
detention and surrendering the minor to the person so informed. The act of taking into custody and detention
under this section does not render the licensee or its officers, employees or agents criminally or civilly liable,
including but not limited to liability for false arrest, false imprisonment, slander or unlawful detention, unless
the taking into custody or detention is unreasonable under all the circumstances. [2003, c. 687, Pt.
A, §5 (NEW);  2003, c. 687, Pt. B, §11 (AFF).]

A licensee or an officer, employee or agent of the licensee is not entitled to any immunity from civil or
criminal liability provided in this section unless there is displayed in a conspicuous manner in the licensee's
gambling facility a notice in boldface type clearly legible and in substantially this form: "Any gambling
licensee or any officer, employee or agent of a licensee who has probable cause to believe that a person is
violating a provision of law prohibiting cheating or swindling in gambling may detain that person in the
establishment for the purpose of notifying law enforcement authorities." [2003, c. 687, Pt. A, §5
(NEW);  2003, c. 687, Pt. B, §11 (AFF).]
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